APRIL 25, 2016 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Prescott City Council was held on Monday, April 25, 2016 in the Prescott Municipal Building, 800 Borner St., Prescott, WI  54021.

Call to order/Roll Call:  Mayor David Hovel called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Members present were Bill Dravis, Galen Seipel, Joshua Gergen and Jack Hoschette, Rob Daugherty and Maureen Otwell were excused.  Public Works Director Hank Zwart and City Administrator Jayne Brand represented staff.   Also present Russ Kivienmi of Cedar Corporation, City Engineer.
Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Public Comments:  Mike Hunter and Dr. Rick Spicuzza presented information to the Council regarding the Prescott School District Referendum which is being held on May 25, 2016.
Gergen/Seipel motion to approve the consent agenda which included approval of April 11, 2016 City Council meeting minutes,  April 19, 2016 Organizational City Council meeting minutes and April 18, 2016 public works committee meeting minutes passed without a negative voice vote.

Finance Director Vanessa Norby presented the 2015 audit report.  Johnson Block, auditors for the city stated the report is unmodified.  An unmodified report means a clean report and is the highest ranking for an audit.
Gergen/Dravis motion to pay off sewer vactor loan in the amount of $53,949.39 passed unanimously via roll call vote.  Paying the loan off early will save $3,760 in interest.

Russ Kivienmi of Cedar Corporation presented the method for establishing how special assessments will be set for the Lake Street assessor plat.   The City Attorney reviewed the state statue and found there is only one way to special assess which is based off of the land value of the parcel.  It was explained the way the property is assessed on Lake Street is the river side of the street is much higher than the side not on the river.  This will create much higher special assessments for the property on the river side of the street.  It was also explained using this method no value is placed on the city land.  It was suggested the city could share in the cost of the assessments.  Alderperson Gergen stated this hasn’t been done before for other special assessments the city has done and how does this benefit the residents in his wards.  Mayor Hovel explained the street improvements will benefit the entire community.  City Administrator Jayne Brand informed the Council she had asked for the city assessor to place a value on the two parcels of land owned by the city.  The assessed value was estimated at $600,000 for both parcels.  Alderperson Hoschette asked for cost estimates be put together for the residents.  Kivienmi explained this will be done as part of the special assessment process.  Alderperson Seipel asked how the land values will be determined.  He was told the assessment roll will be used to determine the values.
Gergen/Dravis motion to set the special assessment as 10% being assessed to the city and 90% being assessed to the taxpayers passed without a negative voice vote.

Discussion was held on the possible need of an attendant at the compost site.  There are a number of items which are being dumped at the site which are not allowed.  There also appears to be a number of commercial tree people using the site.  The city had to spend quite a bit last year to remove root balls and to clean up.  If there is going to be an attendant there will also need to be a reduction in hours.  The Council discussed having one weekday evening and shorter hours on Saturday.  Alderperson Seipel stated he felt there needed to be longer hours in the spring and fall.  It was also discussed with the adding of an attendant the compost site would only be able to be used by Prescott residents.  If Oak Grove and Clifton would like to use the site the city would be willing to work with them on establishing a financial arrangement to allow the site to be open more hours.  Gergen/Dravis motion to allow staff to spend $3,000 out of current budget to staff the compost site and staff to set the hours passed by a majority vote with Seipel voting nay.
Gergen/Seipel motion to approve license for Christine Bitterman passed without a negative voice vote.

Gergen/Dravis motion to approve the 3rd reading and approval of ordinance 01-16 “Room Tax” with an amendment to have an effective date of June 1, 2016 passed without a negative voice vote.

Public Comments:   Marvin Wenzel, resident asked about putting a camera at the compost site.  He was informed that has been looked at but the cost would be more than an attendant.  Wenzel stated he would like to see the compost site open later in the day on Saturdays and would not be opposed to paying a small fee for using the site.

Alderperson Hoschette asked about the boat launch.  They are placing panels today.  The project should be completed before the weekend.
Appointments to the Board of Review – Alderperson Seipel, Otwell and Hoschette.  The Council would like to have the open book from 5 to 7 pm rather than 3 to 5 pm.

Gergen/Dravis motion to adjourn passed without a negative voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jayne M. Brand

City Administrator
